
Rubric for Visualizing the Past 

 

The data visualization depicts 

an aspect of your chosen 

topic, but does so unclearly in 

a manner that could be 

confusing to the viewer. 

 

10 points 

The data visualization depicts 

an aspect of your chosen 

topic, but the visualization 

adds little to the viewer’s 

understanding. 

 

20 points 

The data visualization 

powerfully depicts an aspect 

of your chosen topic in a 

clear manner that adds to the 

viewer’s understanding. 

 

40 points 

The data visualization’s use 

of data is inconsistent and/or 

inaccurate 

 

5 points 

The data visualization’s use 

of data is accurate, but not 

clearly cited. 

 

10 points 

The data visualization’s use 

of data is accurate, consistent 

and clearly cited. 

 

20 points 

The accompanying guide fails 

to explain the choices made 

by the author in their 

selection OR use of data. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

10 points 

The accompanying guide 

explains the choices made by 

the author in their selection 

AND use of data, but does 

not rationalize those choices. 

 

 

 

 

 

20 points 

The accompanying guide 

explains the choices made by 

the author in its selection 

AND use of data. It 

rationalizes those choices and 

demonstrates an 

understanding of the 

consequences of those 

choices. 

 

40 points 

The visualization uses but 

does not identify historical 

thinking skills in its creation.  

 

 

 

10 points 

The accompanying guide 

identifies but does not explain 

the historical thinking skills 

used in the data visualization.  

 

 

20 points 

The accompanying guide 

identifies and explains the 

historical thinking skills used 

in the data visualization. 

 

 

35 points 

The accompanying guide 

explains either where OR 

how it obtained the data for 

its visualization. 

 

 

 

10 points 

The accompanying guide 

explains where AND how it 

obtained the data for its 

visualization. 

 

 

 

20 points 

The accompanying guide 

explains where AND how it 

obtained the data for its 

visualization. It provides an 

easy to follow guide on how 

to reproduce these results. 

 

35 points 

 

Total: _______/170 points 

A score of zero is possible on any row of the above rubrics if the student does not meet the 

standards asked for in the first column. 


